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Perhaps the unnafed letter carrier
in John Updike’s Hugging the Shore, a
collection of what he’ termed “inter-
views with insufficiently famous
Americans,” was right. Maybe dogs
nowadaysaren’t so bad. To the carrier’s
way of thinking,”...you don’t see real
dogs like you used to. I don’t know
whatit is. Their teeth get soft, watching
television. They have the bark but not
the nip..”

Perhaps dogs aren’t the bad tem-
pered bowsers they once were, al-
though certainly many carriers would
disagree. A carrier in Texas, for ex-
ample, escaped danger thanks to a note
from a local patron. The reassuring
warning read: “Please put [the mail] on

the porch if anything is too large togoin”

the box or hang it on the flag [of the
mailbox]. And watch the dog. Don’tlet
him get behind you. He will bite.”

Of course, mail can be stopped if a
patron has an overly nasty dog, and the
knowledge of this has, on occasion
caused some confusion. A customer in
Lawton, Oklahoma, misinterpreted a
common postal label affixed to some
pieces of mail. The symbol is a self-ad-
hesive label bearing the capital letter
“D”. Here is what the patron told the
local post office in a phone call: “Igota
letter in my mail today, so you be sure
and tell my mail carrierthatIdon’t have
a dog and for him to go ahead and
deliver my mail. The caller thought that
the “D” meant something like “Danger-
ous Dog”, meaning that his mail would
not be delivered until the dog was tied
up.

Dogsaren’talwaysaletter carrier’s
best friend. Each year, dogs lame hun-
dreds of letter carriers. Vicious dogs
seem to follow pattern. The number of
dog bites increase as the days grow

DOG DUTIES

warmier. Open season seems to be in
July, August, and September. Saturday
is the biggest day of the week for
munching on mail carriers.

Despite that bad image, dogs have .
played an important role in America’s -

mail service, although they .certainly
don’t seem to be put to the same good
usesasinyearsgoneby. Take “Dorsey”,
for example, who was used to haul mail
in saddle bags'in Bismarck, North Da-
kota around 1910. At about the’same

time, dogs were being used in winter in .

such places as Alaska, Michigan, and
Minnesota to pull rural letter carriers
around on-sleds. R
Then too, there’s “Shep”. Stephen
T. Sloane, a letter carrier from 1903 to
1926, used Shep to actually deliver let-
ters to the patrons along his route fora
long time. The mutt, basically of hound
dog stock, carries the mail to the upper
floors of buildings along his route in
Chanute, Kansas. Shep would scratch
on doors until someone came to claim
themail. The dog ranmail up and down
stairs from 1911 to 1913 whan he was
grounded by unsympdthetic postal in-
spectors. AsWilliam Slane, the Associa-
tion of Letter Carriers Centénnial-Con-

lug als,acn,an :

PazaDe

‘his master from an attack by an irate
-hog. As William Slane tells it, the hog

vention, held in Milwaukee in August
1989, postal officials thoughtthatno dog
was smartenough to carry mail, altough
the patrons loved Shep.

Shep’s end was heroic. Although
the dog could no longer deliver mail, he
did accompany his owner on his
rounds. On his last trip, the dog saved

went for his grandfather and Shep went
for the hog. The fight seemed to last for-
ever. Neither animal was willing to
quit. In the end, the battle ended in
mutual defeat. Both animals were
killed. Like his grandfather and father
before* him, William. Slane also was a
letter carrier. He delivered mail from
1941 to 1971 -

Like Shep, many dogs have fur-
nished letter carriers with their own
form of safe conduct. For years, Ralph
Wheeler, a Washington, D.C,, letter car-
rier who is now retired, was protected
by “Seig”, a giant German shepherd
who .would -walk with him each day.
“Nobody messed with me while Seig
'was.‘around,” recollected Wheeler re-
cently. A short time ago another old-
time carrier from Wichita, Kansas, re-
membered how he was-protected by a
black Belgian shepherd. The dog would
wait outside the station for him and ac-
company him on his daily rounds. The
carrier never really knew much about

~ the dog, but hisfour-legged friend kept

all unruly dogs from chewing on the
carrier’s trousers. The shepherd was so

. .smart that he even figured out when the

carrier was scheduled to be off. On
those days, the dog wouldn’t even
bother. to show up to escort the relief
carrier. It seems he didn’t much care for
the substitute carrier. Dogs can be like
that. # e e Submitted by Joe Palko #460
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

The last month has been very busy, both philatelic and
personally. I'll just tell you about the philatelic side. In May
Lattended ROMPEX ‘90 in Denver afid met the Denver area
membership in a meeting room arranged for us by Dalene
Thomas #101. Thanks Dalene! We also had a table reserved
for our organization. The meeting was attended by five
members and several interested non-members. The show’s
hospitality room was next door so this fact may have helped.
At any rate, our “talks” continued for some time after our
alloted hour was up.

The show seemed to be well attended and certainly it was
well managed. The only bad point I could see was the same
asnearly all philatelic shows; poor lighting in the exhibit area.
There was an active youth table well supplied with stamps
and other items of interest to the youngsters. They werealso
having drawings for prizes periodically.

Onenew member was added to.ourrolls, Sergio Lugo,and
quite a number of brochures were taken by interested pros-
pects. One member from out of the area, Jim Bailey #19,
showed up at the table and meeting because of our publicity.
I had not met Jim before and we had a couple of good hours
of stamp talks.

Two weeks later Maxine and I had breakfast with Tom
Allison #42 and spent the morning talking stamps. That same
evening we had dinner with Tom Ginsberg #70 and his wife.
Ialso managed a few hours of conversation and trading with
Roger Bergeson #132. I came home with a considerable
amount of new material for my collection..Now, all Ineed is
the time to work on it.

The project of contacting all worldwide collectors that are
APS members is on hold for the summer, but mailings will
commence when fall rolls around. Itis more likely that it will
be read at that time.

Now that we have gotten about all of the mileage we can
out of the CTO controversy let’s try MNHOG. Personally, I
don’t collect gumand will not pay a penny more for the above
mentioned condition. I remember a show that I attended a
few yearsago in which someonehad a satirical exhibitof a few
frames of MNHOG stamps, yep, that’s right, he had only the
backs of the stamps on display. It drew a lot of interest and
attention, but I don’t think it received any awards. Ibelieve
theshow chairmanshould havereceived anaward thoughfor
having the nerve to show it. Now, let’s hear from some of you
on this topic, either pro or con. e Ken Jenkins (# 15)

Seias

csise

acpiti

The index in Scott's and other stamp catalogs is a
good starting place to search out unknown stamps, over-
prints, odd country spellings, etc. We often neglect to use.the’
index, especially after years of catalog use, as we know where'
to find most countries. We forget the index lists a lot more
than what page to find a country on. Watermark indexes in
stamp catalogs can also be very helpful.

e o o [rving Whynot (#490)

SECRETARY-TREASURER'S COLUMN

Tomorrow we will be off traveling again, to anyElderhostel
in Savannah and to my 50th High School reunion in Ithaca,
New York, so I'm, of necessity, doing my input two weeks
early.

First I want to thank the'editor and all the contributors for
an enjoyable May-June issue. It was most interesting and in-
structive.

Elsewherein thisissue is my draft proposal for identifying
member’s interests and attainments in much greater detail in
future membership rosters, by means of space saving codes.
Asour president pointed out to me, we are, firstand foremost
a club for stamp collectors who collect the whole world.
Therefore we don’t want to start diverting our attention and
efforts to other collecting specialties. Nonetheless, many of us
do have sidelipe collections: specialties, topicals, postmarks
etc. and it would be nice to know about them as well as to
know personal items about our fellow members. These
proposals are draft only.~ Let me have your comments and
suggestions forimprovement. After that the final version will
be circulated to the club’s board of directors for approval (or
even, rejection.) Thanks for your patience. .

Itis with thanks that we acknowledge the following dona-
tions:

Newkirk  #131
Valencia  #447

$10.00
$1.68

PLEASE NOTE CORRECTIONS:

Due to a typo in the lastissue, Gawith (#446) was listed
as collecting “both.” It should have read “used.” And in the
March-April issue, Brazle #432 was listed incorrectly.
Should have been “1810” N, Washington.

Please note new member listings elsewhere in this issue.
T hope you're stamp happy, too. I sure am!
eee Herb Holland (#31)

MEMBER ENJOYS NEWSLETTER

Great job on the recent Circuit (May-June issue)!!! Mine
came in a few days ago. I've been through it about 4 times
now. Made a few copies to send to friends who are not YET
members of ISWSC.

Thisis whatI like ina newsletter: lots of interesting articles
and news. I especially like the cover story on Worldwide
1840-1940, because I can relate to the thought process. The
CTO article on page 5 is also very good, as is the Mail Sale
news. Again, these are news items that I feel are important.

And, the Hints, Tips and other Brainstorms column is
always welcome. Iam sendingalong information for the tips
column that may be of interest to cancellation collectors.
Storing duplicates is near and dear to all our hearts, and it is

- always welcome to hear how the other person does it.

I eagerly await The Circuit. I'm not asking to print it more
often, nor to make it thicker or glossier. I'm quite happy with
this issuc as a model issue, from my perspective.

e oo Joe Palko (#421)
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VICE-PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

First, I want to recognize the superior quality of this issue
of The Circuit . The editor and all the contributing members
are congratulated on the.content of the May-June issue.
Usually, I quickly scan the newsletter and come back to read
it later. This time, I started reading the first article and
couldn’t put it down until every article had been completed'
For me, it-was one of the most interesting, informative and
entertaining issues that we have had for a long time.

I think the regional secretary program is a great idea, and
Tam sure-we are all looking forward to hearing more fromour
new writers, especially, S. E. Rutxim! And of course, I think
all will agree that our Public Relation’s Officer should have a
column in every issue. And now, another sign of success: the
mail bid auction will be held twice a year. I can only echo the
Editors’ and Jim Burt’s sentiments to Dr. Johnson for a “great
big Thank You” and a “job well done”. Indeed, a vote of
thanks is due Dr. Johnson.

Donated stamps continue to come in on a fairly regular
basis and a goodly supply is now on hand. If any member
knows of a Ben Franklin Club or other local youth stamp
organization, please have the leader write to me and I will
send a parcel of stamps for use in their program. If possible,
names, ages and collecting interests of themembers should be
indicated for information.

Oneleader wrote that there were 12members in her group
with others that appear from time to time. Ages range from
around third grade to eighth grade. Most are boys and most
collect United States. Some collect Australia, New Zealand,
Great Britain, Canada, Africa and boats. Youth meetings are
held a half hour before the adult group meets. She states “It’s
fun to see the excitement the youths show about starnps.”

Keep up the good work, folks! eee Ken Costilow (#142)

SOME THOUGHTS ON FOUR ISSUES

All my specialized interests - U.S. PNCs - Israel Interim -
PalestineMandate - provide ph11ate11c interestand fun. Now,
~ I'manew member of the longest alphabet soup yet; - ISWSC,
and this looks like it will be fun. Ilook forward to a pleasant
relationship. .

I accumulate used foreign without extensive purchases.
My son in New York, has been sending me stamps on paper
from all over the world. His source? His employment. I have
a slew of the following;: Iceland_- 643, Catalogue 1990 $1.90.
666 - $1.35. Italy - 1308A and 1308B; Catalogue $1.40 and
$12.00 respectively. The mystery to me is, how. They arrived
on letters and flats (I guess), regularly, so rarity seems out of
thequestion. Iknow thatrarity isn’t the solemeasure of value,

but I, just one person, have enough-of them to indicate that.

they are plentiful. Perhaps.$1.90.or $1.35 is not high, (Ithink
itis in comparison to most issues), but $12.00 for Italy 1308B?
Is it overpriced or am I missing somethmg?

Anyway, I get akick outof amassing. Now, I keep themin
stock books, in loose country order. Time is my excusefor not
devotmg more effort to the collection. But I bet the furi'will
come, when I start filling in short sets. Oh well, meanwhile,
Isit and enjoy. e AaronR. Sobel ( #478)

Draft of New ISWSC Code System

The following is the draft of a code system to be used by
ISWSC. It is felt such a code system would give members
more informatioh about each other’s collecting interests with-
out taking an inordinate amount of space in the roster. This
is only a draft, and your comments or suggestions would be
appreciated. Please send those to Herb Holland (# 31).

A Collect all worldwide

B  Collect worldwide (.Date — Period )
C  Collect mint only

D  Collect postally used only

E  Collect used (including CTOs) only

F _ Collect mint or used (including CTOs)
G  Collect mint or postally used

X  Have been a worldwide collector (—Years)
AA Age — under 15

BB Age — 15-21

CC Age — 22-40

DD Age — 41-65

EE Age — 66orover

1  Also collect covers

la Also collect covers (U.S. only)

2 Also collect postal Stationery

2a  Also collect postal stationery (U.S. only)
3 Also collect postmarks, cancellations, etc.
3a Also collect postmarks, cancellations, etc. (U.S. only)
4  Also collect precancels

4a Also collect precancels (U.S. only)

5  Also collect perfins

5a  Also collect perfins (U.S. only)

6  Also collect postcards

6a Also collect postcards (U.S. only)

7  Especially like stamps of ( Country )

50 Want to trade or exchange with other members
60 Want to correspond with other members

70 Write first

80 Ispeak English only

81 Ispeak Spanish only

82 Ispeak ( Language ) only

83 Ispeak English and ( Language )

SAMPLE: B (to 1940), D, X (15), CC, 4a, 7 (France), 50, 80

MEANS: Collect worldwide to 1940 only, collect
postally used only, have collected worldwide for 15 years, my
ageisbetwéen 22 and 40, also collect US precancels, especially
fike stamps of France, want to exchange stamps with other
members and only speak English. eee

Deadline Next Issue
September 7th

I
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JWhatzit? # 90-1 Elicts Many Responses

The Whatzit. # 90-1 (May-June
Circuit) elicted quite a response. We
thank all who took the time to help out

a fellow collector. The following replies-

should clear-up any question of identity
on this one:

1. Here is a partial answer to the
Whatzit. Itisalocalissued by the Egyp-
tian Expeditionaty Force, i.e. British
Occupation of Palestinein the WW1era.
The watermark would place it correctly
in this time frame. Can’t help on the
O.P.D.A. though. ®ee Ken Jenkins (#
15)

2. No positive ID on this Whatzit,
but the following might help. OPDA is
a revenue overprint of the Ottoman
Public Debt Adminstration. EEF is the
abbreviation for Egyptian Expedition-
aty Forces of the British Army during
WW L. This stamp may be one of Pales-
tine # 4 through 11 as listed in Scott Vol
1. Ilook forward to reading the com-
plete identification in a future issue of
The Circuit. * e Ralph Chapin (#158)

3. I'mpleased to help. The OPDA is:
Ottoman Public Debt Administration.
In Palestine Mandate — you had the
EEF {(Egyptian Expeditionaty Force)
stamps, before the civilian administra-
tion. The stamp shown is a fiscal (reve-
nue) stamp, generally used somewhere
in the 1918-24 period. In the Bale Cata-
log of Mandate Stamps - 1978 edition (I
don’t have later), it is type R-11 and
carries Bale # (either 106, 107, 108, or
109, depending on stamp color). It
shows a value of $1.50. Hope it helps.
e+ Aaron Sobel (#478)

4, Thiszit! The item in question
consists of “O.P.D.A./5Mil./E.EF.” on
otherwise-blank paper with a British
watermark (#33). E.E.F. appears in the
index of Scott’s catalog volume 1, which
directs you to Palestine. There Scott
says “Formerly a part of Turkey, Pales-
tine was occupied by the Egyptian
Expeditionary Forces of the British
ArmyinWorld War I’ and also “Nos. 4-
11 withoverprint “O.P.D.A.” (Ottoman
Public Debt Administration) are reve-
nuestamps.” (Turkey wasknownas the
Ottoman empire before WWL)
Palestine’s first stamps, issued in 1918,
were inscribed “EEF” rather than “Pal-
estine” ahd had values iri milliemes and
piastres (Turkish curréncy). Therefore,

this item appears to be a revenue stamp
of Palestine under British occupation,
issued between 1917 and 1924, when
Britain’s watermark 33 was, replaced
ese MJS #353

5. The enclosed photcopy, from the
1986 Stanley Gibbons British Common-
wealth Catalogue, help answer the
Whatzit. It is, indeed, a stamp, but pri-
marilya fiscal one that was used to some
extent for postage. From the Gibbons
Catalogue: Postal Fiscals - Type-set
stamps inscribed OPDA (Ottoman, etc.)
or HJZ (Hejaz Railway); British 1d.
stamps (No. 336); and Palestine stamps
overprinted with one or other of the
above groups of letters, or with the
word “Devair”, with or without sur-
charge of new value, are fiscal stamps.
They are known used as postage
stamps, alone, or with other stamps to
make up the correct rates and were
passed by the postal authorities, al-
though they were not definitely author-
ized for postal use. ®e¢e John Pruitt (#
121)

6. The next reply gave basically the
same information as the above, but
added that EEF & OPDA was also ap-
plied to the British 1d. issue of 1912
(Scott # 154.) A: couple days later, a
second letter arrived from the same
writer: In reviewing the note [ sent you
a few days ago, I suddenly realized I
made the assumption which may or
may not be true — that the design
under the overprint illustrated was Pal-
estine design Al or that of Great
Britian's # 154. I assumed the design
was there but did not reproduce after
being photocopied and reproduced in
the newsletter. If either of the designs
above is the one involved, my first ID
was correct. However, if by chance
thereis NO design (Editor’s note: Thereis
NO design.) and this overprint is on
blank paper, it is most likely a proof of
the overprint (the watermark men-
tioned even confirms the cotrect paper).
e s e Irving Whynot (#490)

Officers, Chairpersons,
& Managers

President: Ken Jenkins (#15), Box 42271, Las
Vegas, NV 89116-2271 USA

Vice President: Ken Costilow (#142), 621 Vir-
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Redstone, Las Vegas, NV
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Youth Stamp Program: Ken Costilow (#142)
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(#25), 305 Kennedy Street, Petaluma, CA 94952
USA

International Foreign Secretary: Ray Comp-
ton (#73), Rox 1772, Manassas, VA 22110-1772 -
USA

Australian Secretaries: Karl F. Steinberg &
Allen F. Soule, P.O. Box 12017, A “Beckett St.,
Melborne - 3000, Victoria, AUSTRALIA
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(#331), 33 Franklin Avenue, Clifton, NJ 07011
USA

Auction Manager: Dr. Wallace D. Johnson
(#212), 302 Stanaford Drive, Beckley, WV
25801 USA

OMNI Stamp Exchange Managers:

1. Tom Allison (#42), Box 252, Wilmette, IL
60091-0252 USA

2. Dave Paul (#59), 2 Heritage Drive, Belcher-
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Board of Directors: Aubrey Dunn, Past Presi-
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cers.

Tt

Classified Ads

BELGIUM RAILROAD! # Q263 -5
MNH only $1.00 withbeautiful approv-
als. British Commonwealth, Europe,
topicals, general worldwide mint and
used. Send your request today. ISWSC
#435) Crowne, Box 276, Marcy, NY
13403 1/1)

IILLILL
1T

TR

'WANTED - High Value TRADERS
Will éxchange worldwide stamps cata-
loging $1.00 and up using Scott prices.

- Write for free sample list and details.

Thomas, Box 252, Wilmette, I1. 60091
1/1)
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S. E. Rutxim I Evalutes Tanzania Mixture

Again, I write you of a mixture. Sorry, for the mixed up
state of the Scott #’s but I'm short of time. Also, newer items
had to be estimated because ] only have the 1990 Vol. 1 Scott.
New catalogs cost so much thatIdon' tbuy every year —more
money.for stamps.

Here goes:

Recent ad in Linn’s: 402 Large recent Tanzania- source:
William Gerlach, Box 6637, Lake Worth, FL. USA 33466. Price:
$10.00- Scott Cat $113.58 400 stampsfaulty not cqunted (few)
38 varieties, plus one registered sticker all lightly cancelled.
No problems with coloured paper. Parcel arrived promptly
(2wks). Although varieties were low at38 per 4 ounces (9-1/
2 per ounce), but Tanzania doesn’t put out all that many
stamps & they are hard to get. Besides, I nowhave some nice
traders. I will order off him again. eee S E.Ruxtim I

Scott Scott

#&Qty CV  Total #&Qty CV  Total
258 (15) .12 1.80 461 (5) .05 25
343 (25) .50 12.50 462 (13) .06 78
372(25) .50 8.00 456 (11) .06 .66
371 (34) 40 13.60 457 (34) .10 340
370(20) .12 240 444 (2) .60 1.20
328(2) .05 .10 386 (1) .25 25
255(29) .64 18.56 Total CV $105.79
375(23) 40 9.20

280(1), .22 2 Following are Estimated
365(17) .08 1.36 (88 Olympics'Korea)
366(8) 40 3.20 25(11) .05 55
291 (31) 45 13.95 35(5) 06 30
254(2) 24 48 125(1) 25 25
259(3) 45 1.35 1356) .26 1.30
323(2) .05 .10 95(13) .20 2.60
324(1) .08 .08 B5'+1! (10) ? 1.80
326 (1) 1.65 1.65 B10'+1* (3) ? .99
247 (2) .24 A48 Estimated Total $7.79
364(1) .06 06

242(5) .25 1.25 Grand

246 (51) .16 8.16 Total CV $113.58
167(3) .25 75 :

ISWSC SALES CIRCUIT
WRITE
FOR A SAMPLE SELECTION
OR INFO TO SELL YOUR
DUPLICATES

CONTACT:
ISWSC Sale Circuit e Bruce C. Negrycz (#331)
33 Franklin Ave. e Cliffon, NJ 07011

S. E.. Rutxim II Tells.of His Mixtures

I will first write this outinlonghand and if it looks good I'll
type it out which won’t look a.hell of a lot better. I buy
mixtures 1/41Ib. toKilosinsize asIlamalso apacketdealerand
a very active collector. I bought 9 Kilos from my Australian
Wholesaler as that was-his smallest order allpwed, that is 20
pounds ef stamps. Isoaked, dried, and pressed 8200 of them,
the other 20,000? I put back in a large plastic bag, I don’t sell
onpaper. My next purchase was a Kilo from Greece, 1 saved
4400 of them — not too bad. You will always get duplicates,
it can’tbe helped FOR THE PRICE YOU PAID. Thelastorder
to talk about was from Channell Is., 11b. about 1200 stamps,
615 of one stamp. It happens, my costs are not too bad,
compared to Scott value. .I'm still waiting for Kilos from
Ireland and United Kingdom.

P.S. My cat s sitting next to me as she used to save cats on
stamps and found out they tasted better than they looked.

eee S E. Rutxim II

Professor Compileés Huge Auction Price Database

Stamp Collector reported that Finance Professor Glenn
Petry of Washington State University in Pullman, Washing-
ton, has compiléd what is bélieved to be the largest database
on US stamp auction prices, consisting of nearly five million
pieces of information on 400,000 transactions. It took Profes-
sor Petry and his assistants over five thousand hours to
compile the information.

Petry will submit the first study based ori the database for
pubhcatlon;the study focuses on the rate 6f return of. stamps.
According to Petry, the study indicates that stamps are a
much better hedge against inflation than stocks. His predic-
tion for the best US stamp investments for the next five years,
are the $1.00 to $5.00 stamps of the 1893 Columbian issue.

From ‘his research, Petry has also developed a stamp
index, similar to the Standard and Poors stock index, which
features 150 stamps reglilarly offered since 1950 by major
auction houses. eee

Stamp Hinges: Is anyone else having trouble finding GOOD
stamp hifiges? ‘My favorite hinges were made by Dennison.
They adhered well, but peeled off easily unless literally
soaked with water. These haven’t been available for quite
awhile and my big supplyisnow gone. 1 gotsome hinges that
are made in Germany; knowing the usual German qulaity, |
thought their hinges would be good. But they arelike cement
with just the finiet toomuch moisture. They beginto peel off
but wherever excess moisture was, they are adhered & will
cause a thinin the stamp. They do this even on mint stamps.
If you dorn/ t get sufficient moisture on them, they later fall off
the page! Finding the “correct” moisture has been neigh to
impossible. If anyone knows of a good brand of hinges
(without above problems), please let me know the name and
where I can buy them. eee Rita Kallal (#26)
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Foreign Collectors Seek Exchanges

Over the past few months, Secretary-Treasurer Herb
Holland has received several letters from foreign collectors
asking for trading partners. He has forwarded them for
publication in the newsletter. None are members, soitis your
decision as to whether to correspond or not.

(1) I am a Brazilian student, who is interesting in Ameri-
cans stamps. I collect stamps of the whole world and I want
to enrich my collection with American stamps. Iam corre-
spondent with American collectors in English or Portuguese.
I'wait for an answer. *e Daniel Sandrini ® Rua Lupe Cotrim
no. 115  Jundiai’-Sao Paulo'- Brazil  CEP: 13200 ® (Daniel
sent 28 Braz. stamps, all but 2 were definitives. He used a meter on
the cover...Herb) eee

(2) 1 am Brazilian, 14 years old, and started collecting
stamps about 2 years ago. I'd appreciate if you could advise
me and forward me addresses of people (young collectors)
who would like to exchange stamps with me. T have very few
stamps of U.S.A. I'll be very thankful if you could send me
some. Thanking you in advance, I remain, Yours faithfully,
e Leonard Hage ® Rua, Professor Henrique de Novaes 314
» CEP 13880 » Vargem Grande do Sul * Estado de Sao-Paulo,
Brazil ese

(3) T've just received your name and address from Mr.
Leroy Curtis (Ohio). I write to you because I'm interested in
finding a serious contact in your country-for exchanging mint
sets. I'm interested in somie topicals sets (like birds, railways,
music, ordinary sets, farms, ships) and all British Caribbean
Islands. I can send a lot of world mint sets of all topicals. Ican
grant large and regular send but I need the same. .Generally,
I exchange at Yvert et Tellier catologue basis, with only
registered air mail, 1000 or more francs/or send (*/-$160). If
you're interested in a serious contact please write me, I await
your reply with great interest. ATA # 46342-2 & APS # 156543
e e Milli Roberto ® Via M. Fanti, 10-26 » 16149 Genoa, Italy
LA R ]

(4) Mr. LeRoy H. Curtis (#399) told me about your society
and suggested that I write you. Iam collecting Birds - T am
rather advanced, and I do actually haveall stamps with birds
depicted on themissued worldwide, Iam now concentrating
on finding pictorial postmarks ahd meters depicting bird.
Many special events are commemorated by such special
postmarks, and f. inst. many companies have an advertising

part on left part of their meters, - and these sometimes also’

depictbirds. Iam corresponding with more than 80 collectors
in more than 40 countries all over the world. — All letters are
answered — I try to meetall requests and quite often manage
because I can find requested items from my many correspon-
dents. If any of your members can help me, he will make me
happy — to me it looks like you do not pay much attention to
those items which I am looking for, and it has Been rathér
difficult to find collectors, who can help me in the U.S.A. Let

me know, please, what I shall do in return. 1 will ‘be only"

happy to do my best. ATA #46212-7. * ¢ Leif W. Rasmussen
¢ Rindsholmvej 102 ¢ DK - 8800 Viborg, Denmark e e

(5) 1am a Brazilian young student. I collect stamps.and
coins of all world and Brazil. I would like to know your

RAECH'S RUMINATIONS

As this isbeing written, the 1991 edition of Scott’s Catalog
(Vol. I has been published and is now available. Since the
“flap” over the 1990 Catalog has more or less subsided, I guess
our hobby has survived another “major” crisis.

But what about the situation between the USPS and the
Missouri Synod over “stamp washing”. If thisis as serious as
it seems to be, how come none of the major philatelic organi-
zations have adopted a position on the matter. I think the
various societies, dealer organization, publishers, etc. would
have come to the foréfront. I guess that they have more
important things to do than preserving and fostering philat-
ely. Those individuals who do “wash” all those stamps have
really gotten their come-uppance.

Remember to buy a good brand of plastic cement so you
can properly mount those plastic stamps. Now we canadd a
new category to go along with MNH. MNC-Mint Never
Cemented. Since plastic doesn’t disintegrate too rapidly, 1
wonder what the EPA’s reaction is to this new development.

I like the idea that we are now listing members who have
a special interest. I'm trying to figure out a way to be a bit
more specific. For example, there are many times I need to
complete sets or complete an album page. I'm not talking
about the Classics, Columbians or items in that category.
Many of what I need are relatively inexpensive but sure are
hard to locate. I'm sure many of you are searching for similar
material. These stamps aren’t worth the cost of the postage
but I ain’t got ‘em. The American First Day Cover Society
permits its members to list what they need (I think it’s twice
a year per member). I wonder if we could do something
similar. Any ideas?

You never can tell where you're liable to find a bit of
information about stamp collecting. I found this tidbit in the
Food section in our local village newspaper: “Here’s a great
tip for stamp collectors: To remove stamps from envelopes,
place envelope in your microwave oven and place a very
damp sponge over stamp. Microwave for 30 seconds and let
stand one minute. Repeat. Remove sponge (careful - it will be
hot!) and gently peel off stamp. We can now include another
classification to follow MNC (see above) - MW - Microwav-
able. Think of what the USPS and other Postal Administa-
tions could do with this from a marketing standpoint. An-
other word of caution - don’t try this on those foil stamps.
Until whenever, keep on hingin’. eee Raech (#363)

Many types of paper have been used to print stamps, even some that
were meant for other uses. One type known as Ruled Feint (ruled
with light blue lines as writing guides) was used to print the 1887
Mexican issues and Lavtia's 1919 emergency stamps. *e*

country, butby now it's impossible to go there. Ihave written
to the consulate in my country to beg stamps, coins and
material about philately. The consulate has informed of this
entity, now I'm writing you to solic it stamps and material
about philately. Ill be very happy if you can attend me. **
Jefferson Catulo dos Santos ® R. Cel. Manoel Bento, no. 31 ¢
12140 Sao Luiz do Paraitings SP, Brazil eee
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ROSTER ADDITIONS ‘ HE HELPS AILING VETS LICK BLUES -
Mbr. Name & Addréss Date ~ Will  Mint-Used | By Dorfinic Sama o Knight Ridder News Service
# Joined Trade? or Both
Heérihan L. Neugass could rightly claim to be the most
450 Anthony J. Barden 06/18/90 Yes Both prolific Stamp ¢ collector in the hobby. Withalittle help, hehas
PO Box 117 amassed more than 200 million stamps since 1962.
The Basini 3154, Victoria _ Neugass, of Washmgton, D.C., collects not for his own
, AUSTRALIA enjoyment but for-the thetaputic tbeﬁeflt of 'veterans in 50
. hospxtals and medical centers operated by the Veterahs

¢+ 471 JamesOsborne 05/03/90 Yes Both Adrmmstratxon .

. 1319 S. Governor St. He helps operate Stamps for the Wounded, a non-profit,
Evansville, Indiana 47713 volunteer organization that solicits stamps, albums and tools
US.A. of the hobby for distribution to the veterans.

_ “I receive about 10 to 20 letters and packages a day,”
472  Israel J. Goldman 05/04/90 Yes Used ass said, “and about 8 to 10 million stamps a year. We
5724 Sherbrooke Ave. gS and-generak-foreign collections, accumulations and
ElPaso, Texas 79924 ) the shoe boxes usually stored in attics.”
" USA. “We can use tongs, magnifying glasses, hinges, albums
_ and catalogs," Neugass said> .
473 W.R. Bacon 05/07/90 Yes Both He often receives letters fror veterans who have taken
1216 Huntington St. up stamp ¢ollecting whilein the VA’ hospltals
Huntington Beach, Ca. 92648 “There is a terminal cancet ‘ward in a veterans hospital
US.A. near-Boston,” he said,.“and the people were sitting around
: waltmg,to die! ‘But we ot themyintétested in stamps with the
474 AlbertR. Heinz 05/11/90 Yes Both idea of setting ilp programs'to get their minds off their illness:
1 15727 Buccaneer Ln. Ihave letters telling me that stamps give them some peace of
" Houston, Tx. 77062 mind.”
US.A. S e = o= m. mam=e—ee— : —--]| = Neugass, 74, a retired retail merchant, was born in New
) Orieans and graduated from Tulane 2 University. While in
475 Franz Nelsson 05/14/90 Yes Both college he comipeted a$ a sprinter and could have qualified
Rt. 3 Box 1240, for the U.S. team for the ‘1936 Olymplc Garnes in Bq:lm “I
. Kountize, Texas 77625 didn’t even tfy Because 6f the discrimination against non-
US.A. Arayan Germans at the time,” Neugass.said.
He was drawn to stamps as teen-ager when his aunt and
476 Peter Bialick 05/16/90 Yes Both uncle gave him a collection. He continued to pursue his
4470 Chippewa Dr. hobby as an adult and 27 years ago he began collecting for
Boulder, Colorado 80303 , wounded military personnel.
US.A. . Stamps for the Wounded was started by Emnie Kehr in
1942 atthe request of a veterans hospital in Staten Island, New
477 Wllham D. Walter 05/23/90 Yes Both York oo
519 Edgar Ave, “"Donatibns, of stamps and“equipment may be sent to
Mishawaka, Indiana 46545 Stamps for the Wounded, 4201 Cathedral Ave. NW, Apt.
US.A. 924E, Washington; D.C. 20016
¢¢ ¢ Submitted by Herb Holland (#31)
478 Aaron Sobel 06/06/90 Yes Used L T i _
1124 100th 5t. IRCs COSTLIER THAN FOREIGN STAMPS
gag XI arbor Island, Florida 33154 The cost of an IRC, (Internatnonal Reply Coupon) is now 95¢,
-  thususing thém inoversés exchanges now appearstobe ex-
479 Jatnes Austin 06/10/90 Yes Both .orbmant  Themark-up fromactual postage ratesis quite high
5927 StetsonRd. SE . for nman}g countries. For instance, airmail letter from. Great
Belleview, Florida 32620 -Brjtian averages 34p (about 51¢ US). Evenaddmg the mark-
US.A. ! aupadealer, chargesona 34p stamp ( likely pay in the range of
70-75¢ US), you'll be saving atleast 20¢. The savingsareeven
480 KenLewington 06/18/90 Yes .Bath bxgger if themail goes by. surface/sea mail or postcard rates.
. PO Box 1513 If you're presentlysendmg IRCs to overseas collectors, you
Union City, California 94587 , shotild checkiwith a dealer to see if you can’t gét the correct
USA. . postagé stamps and save a little money. e e e
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FOREIGN NUMERICAL REFERENCE »

Most collectors find it difficult to remember all the foreign
symbols/scripts for the numerical'values on stamps. 'Oftimes
we don’t own a reference that contains all of thelpz The
followmg is a quick glance reference to.forei numerical
script of Arabic nations, China, Ethiopia, Iapan and Thai-
land. You might find it handy, to, photocopy 'this page "and;
have it laminated to keep handy for future reference.
ARABIC:

NTYLOTP VA

12 3 4 5 6 "®& © O Ioo
CHINESE: . .
A ETT Y 3
n | = av A K
CENT  DOLLAR HALF ONE TWO TWREE FOUR  ‘FIVE
ot B R ikl
e 5 W R ws s 1ed
SIX  SEVEM ElGHT NINE 'rf.N ":_zg. 500
Slmp\lﬂcd modern
d\JK %ﬁ t = =
TWO TREL FOUR FIVE TWO ‘onE. u.hﬁ SIGNS
sarvee & — sTvre 2
ETHIOPIA: (Language is Amhanc) n
CH LN AL B ET
GUERCRE cLuo.tiTER HALF" "ONE  Two, Fou
= . gm— gy
T X7Z
o o= &
EIGHT  SIYTEEN
JAPANESE:

B 2MARTI\ %‘*&%‘XI

O TWEATY-EVE FUTY Yy

S

JAPANESE KATA KUNA: -The Japanese syllabic-
alphabetical characters minutely inscribed.upon the issues of
1874. ,These ”secret marks” alstlngmsh the 1874 issue from

the 18723 stamps of thé Same design. They are thought tobe
a system of plate numbermg

A= TRV
- W B S I B s
TRV I IFF S
M 020 O O N P .0 300
THAILAND:

01980 G DY B A0L L0600

oee .Compiled by Rita Kallal (#26)

EDITOR'S BLURB

Ithank all of you for the interesting letters and articles. Now that
fall is nearing, I hope you'll all have time to write something for the
newsletter. Keep my file full so I won’t haye to write the whole
newsletter myself. Thanks to a certain member who sends me nutty
cartoons by Unger that keep me laughing when there’s not much to
laugh about. Love ‘em.

My apologies to ISWSC members for the lateness of this newslet-
ter. There were cirsumstances beyond my control, both business-
wise and‘personal* 1 h4d ndst of the newsletter typed in and ready
to layout, when my husband left for 3 weeks of National Guard duty,
leaving me to handle the full load. Since'my youngést daughter
moved away in late June, we have been training new three new
employees which is very time-consuming. Needless to say, 1 had no
free time. (Two employegs seem to be doing well and I now have
someone trained to do typesetting and layout, so things look to run
more smoothly at the shop.) I had planned,tg-have the newsletter
doneinacoupledaysafterhe returned, but there was an upexpected
delay when I had to be in Dallas with my oldest daughter (age 29)
while she unwent emergency throat surgery for cancer. Smce sheis
single 4rld lives alone, I stayed two weeks to help with her recovery.
Sheisdoing well for the now. Again, my apoloéles 1 ammallmg this

OMNI EXCHANGE

"The Official ISWS? Exchange”
TRADE YOUR DUPLICATES
<\\FOR STAMPS YOU NEED.
' " Write to:
OMNI EXCHANGE.
Tom Allisor (# 42)
Box 252
- Wilmette, IL 60091

L2

newsletter first class in an envelopé at my personal expense as a
means of apology. Thank you so much for your patience as we've
tried to get everything running smoothly these past few months. I
already have a couple articles ready for next time - they’re already
laid-out. Next issue will be on time — I promise.

Raech, I don’t think many in the philatelic world care much about
used stamps, particularly dealers and leaders who are mainly into
saving mint orlgmal gum. They don’tseeany profitin “cheap” used
stamps, The seriousness of it will appear many years down the road
when the shortage of used’ stxamps in this time perlod will show up.
If people aren’t saving these stamps for their church chatities, they
will end up in the dump or an incinerator. . .'gone forever. But that
seems to be the usual way here in the US, shorttime fhmkmg and
shorttime profit...that’s all that matters.

I'llkeep it shortto get this onit’s way more quickly: Don’tcome’
un-hinged in this sweltering weather — stay indoors and work on
your stamps. eee Rita Kallal'(# 26)




